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FROM THE EDITOR

MSOE 2021 Wrap-Up!
Congratulations all MSOE and ToT Teaching Artists! Your work in MSOE
2021 has been nothing short of amazing, outstanding, and truly
inspirational. Through your work, you have helped us to reach our goal
to Keep Music Alive. In addition to this very substantial accomplishment
—one that will make positive ripples in the world of music for
generations to come—you have done one other very substantive thing:
you have shared your passions and talents to lift people up and make
this world a better place.
In the grand scheme of things, your work has been important for
three reasons. First, you have helped to connect young musicians to
other kids their own age. Even in a non-COVID year, this kind of event
can make a world of difference in the life, self-concept, and overall wellbeing of a student. Our world needs much more of this and you met the challenge by making it
happen for a lot of kids. Second, you became better teachers. Every single Teaching Artist learned by
teaching. This is one of the most effective ways to learn anything and you are practicing your passion
by learning your passion. Third, you participated in a giant experiment and dove in the deep end
while overcoming your fears. Personally and professionally, you helped to make the world of music
education grow and adapt in uncertain times. You really proved that when we work together, we are
capable of great things.
I leave you with this thought: where will your passions take you next? The possibilities
for experiences like this and many others that may hold even more magic abound and await you.
Give yourself permission to fall in love with helping others to love music. Even though the path is
bumpy and sinuous, you might just end up loving music more yourself.
(Continued on next page)
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MSOE 2021 Wrap-Up (continued)
Bravo everyone—there are so many people to thank! The Senior Leadership Team is truly
world-class. The organizational and empathic communication skills that Prof. Warner brings to our
program help to create a warm environment. The visiting faculty and guest public school teachers
gave us perspective in ways that broadened our horizons. Amber Sheeran gave us music that will go
down in the history of MSOE as some of the most unique and creative that we have ever performed.
The UPDs (Undergraduate Program Directors) showed us what hard work can do to lift us all up.
Our feedback leaders helped us to reflect in meaningful ways, our Carnival team helped us to
broaden the scope of what a comprehensive music education can look like in a digital age, and our
Social Justice team selected meaningful ways to explore Keeping Music Alive with our students and
ourselves. Our Teaching Artists and high school ToT’s helped us to see that consistency and
experimentation can go hand in hand to bring life to the everlasting Zoom. I couldn’t be more proud
of all of you! Thank you to the CSU leadership in both SMTD and CLA for your support of our
program. GO MSOE!!
- Dr. Erik Johnson, MSOE and ToT Program Director

Thankful for MSOE

T

he world of education has taken a new form this last year,
and teachers and students are struggling to find a sense of
purpose during these difficult times. In the realm of
music, it has been extremely different, as educators we are
working to find as many ways as possible to engage our students
and keep the music in our world present and alive. The way that
music is being created during the pandemic is far from normal,
far from comfortable. There have been ups and downs in my own
attitude, but the thing that warms my heart and puts a smile on
my face is MSOE. As one of the Undergraduate Programs
Directors for this year I have been able to lift myself up by helping my colleagues, peers, and
students. I believe that helping people is the best thing anyone can do right now. Through all of the
stress from classes, work, and my practices, teaching still provides a calm space where I know I can
be me. I have had the amazing opportunity of working with cellos and basses this year during MSOE,
and through that I have been able to grow and learn so much from my students. One of my students
said in class “music has the ability to allow you to become you” and it has stuck with me since then.
It is something I constantly think about.
This theme of “Keeping Music Alive” has been extremely important to me. As a percussionist,
when the pandemic first started, I didn’t own any percussion instruments to work with and continue
(Continued next page)
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Thankful for MSOE (continued)
developing my studies. Accessibility is a huge part of my beliefs as a teacher, and I believe that every
single child should have the opportunity to create music. I hope that through MSOE these almost 100
middle schoolers from across Colorado feel that. I hope that this program lights a spark for them to
keep music alive in their own
communities. MSOE is a community
of musicians getting together to
make the society around them better,
JOHN’S TEACHING TIP:
and this year in particular, I have felt
Be yourself and be real with students. Every single
so much community and connection
person is unique and the more you as an individual
to this program and to music.
can bring to the classroom, the bigger impact you
will have on your students.

- John Andretsos, Cello/Bass

Teaching Artist, Carnival
Coordinator, and Lead
Undergraduate Program
Director

Brave Enough to Keep Music Alive

B

eing able to teach our students in MSOE, especially
during these crazy times, has been so inspiring and
rewarding. When the pandemic started, and everything
was canceled, I quickly lost motivation for anything I was
doing. I can’t even imagine how our kids felt at that time, as
many of the students in MSOE were just starting middle school
and their music education for their primary instrument. I’ve
been nervous about the future of music, how ensembles will
work, if students will feel burnt out without in-person music
ensembles, and much more as time has continued on. Even
when MSOE started, I was nervous about meeting the kids and
being in front of real students for the first time, and not just
teaching my peers how to count rhythms in our music education class. I didn’t know what to expect,
especially in the online environment. Would the students be receptive to how we’re teaching? Would
they be patient with us when technology fails us? I was getting anxious and asking myself all of these
questions as the first day of MSOE was approaching in February.
My biggest goal for MSOE pushed me past those fears though, and that was to get our
students motivated to continue music, despite what our world looks like right now. Whether that
included showing students that they can play together on zoom, or introducing them to the world of
marching through carnival, I just want to get students to want to continue playing, no matter what
(Continued next page)
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Brave Enough to Keep Music Alive (continued)
level they’re at. I wanted to give them hope for the future, and give them something to look forward
to.
As we approach the end of MSOE, I can proudly say that I’ve given that to these students. One
of my favorite memories of inspiring the students comes from my carnival, where Ms. Reno and I
show students what WGI and DCI is all about. At the end, we show a list of schools and districts in
Colorado that have percussion and guard groups, and we let the students look for their school
district. On our first night, one of my percussionists asked me if I knew if there was a group he could
join when he gets into high school. It was so exciting to see that a student wanted more information
and showed a desire for more music in their lives! That's when I realized how important our work at
MSOE is, and how deep our theme of “keeping music alive” really is.
- Hannah Engholt, Percussion Teaching Artist

PROPS BOX!
“I wanted to give some major props to my other UPDs, Ms. Katie St. Gemme-Pate, and Mr. Jake Elam.
You both are the best team to work with and I'm so grateful to learn from you both. I also want to thank
everyone who made this amazing experience possible. There have so many people that have worked
so hard to make this ship sail, and they have done an amazing job! GO MSOE 💚 💛 💚 !!” - John

Questions? Contact Erik Johnson, Program Director (e.johnson@colostate.edu) or Maddy Cort, Assistant
Program Director (macort@rams.colostate.edu)

FROM THE EDITOR: GOODBYE MSOE 2021!
I think this has been the fastest 9 weeks of my life! I can’t believe we’re at the end
of MSOE 2021! I’ve learned so much from everyone involved, and I hope that you
all have learned something too. Special thanks to the teaching artists for taking
time to craft thoughtful lesson plans AND articles for this publication. Also thank
you to our readers for being supporters of MSOE and for taking the time to read
about us each week. We hope these publications gave you a glimpse into the
amazing work our team of fantastic teachers was able to accomplish this season.
Stay tuned for more teaching adventures in MSOE 2022! GO MSOE!!!
- Maddy Cort, MSOE Assistant Program Director, “The Vault” Editor
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