
Welcome to the 2021 Season of MSOE! 

Greetings and welcome to MSOE 2021! Drawn together through a passion 
for elevating access to music education throughout our state-wide 
community, we are here because of the hard work of so many wonderful 

people. I am honored to work alongside such a great team of talented and 
driven music educators at both the undergraduate and graduate levels. The 
experience and innovative ideas that our team has brought to the design of our 
program have been truly inspirational - and, speak directly to our 2021 Social 
Justice mission: Keeping Music Alive! 
 I would also like to welcome the High School students into the Trying-
on-Teaching program! You come from across Colorado, and, with a sincere 
interest in discovering if a career in music education is right for you, you also 
represent the kind of hope we all have to Keep Music Alive. We are looking 
forward to working with you all to make MSOE 2021 a magical event for the 
over 100 middle school students who join us for the first time from all corners 
of our state.  
 As our 2021 Teaching Artist team embarks on this journey together, I 
want to remind you of the respect I have for your passion to bring music into 
the lives of young people. We are a tremendous 
community filled with knowledge and grit, and together, 
we can accomplish anything. However, our most 
important accomplishment will be the connection we will 
make with individual students. Celebrate the joy of music 
making! Celebrate the joy of being together! Celebrate 
your passion and knowledge through your work to Keep 
Music Alive! GOMSOE! 

- Dr. Erik Johnson, MSOE Program Director 
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Social Justice: “Keeping the 
Music Alive” 
Every year at MSOE, we choose a new social justice theme to 
help us connect with our community and build new life skills. If 
you were here last year, the theme “Miscellaneous Gratitude” 
should ring a bell. This year, our social justice theme is “Keeping 
Music Alive.” You may be thinking “what does that mean, HOW 

do we keep music alive, WHY should we keep it alive?” Part of the beauty of MSOE is that we get to 
dive in and explore all the different meanings and questions behind it. 
This theme is vitally important to music, especially during a time where everyone is isolated. As a 
Social Justice Team, we believe that to understand keeping music alive we need to allow for multiple 
contexts. 

Throughout this season of MSOE, we will learn about what it 
means to keep music alive for ourselves on an individual level, 
reflect on how other people have helped make music a part of 
our lives, and discover how we can keep music alive within our 
community. We have lots of fun activities planned to help us 
dive into this topic and we can’t wait to get started! 

- Kathryn Kennedy and Markus Fagerberg, MSOE Social Justice Coordinators 

2

The Vault                February 3, 2021

FROM THE EDITOR: NEW OPPORTUNITIES IN MSOE 2021! 
Our Teaching Artists are embarking on an incredible journey into 
the world of online teaching! With this comes new challenges, 
methods, and online tools like Zoom, Google Classroom, and 
Classcraft. Each of these platforms are designed to make the 
experience exciting and motivating for students AND teachers. 
Don’t be afraid to look for new and innovative ways to use these 
tools in your virtual classroom. I am especially excited for our 
Teaching Artists to create an amazing community with our MSOE 
students through the world of Classcraft. Teaching is always messy, 
and teaching online will probably be the messiest thing we have 
ever done! Let this beautiful mess of music learning begin! 

- Maddy Cort, MSOE Assistant Program Director, “The Vault” Editor

“Part of the beauty of MSOE is that 
we get to dive in and explore…”
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